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Public meeting and AGM Wed 16th February 2011

- the roadworks continue  

Conference success
Over 25 groups were represented
at our first Community Conference
on 23rd October, along with
Woodingdean residents who
wanted to find out more about
what is happening in our village
and to be part of its development.
In three workshops we looked at:
H the quality of services

provided to Woodingdean
H the Neighbourhood Action

Plan and things that need
improving

H how all the groups and
residents of Woodingdean can
share resources and work
together

A huge amount of views and
information have been recorded,
and an easy to read report of the
findings will go to all those who
attended or expressed a wish to see
the results (please contact Tony
Silsby if you would like a copy of
the report).

every local organisation would be
encouraged to send a
representative and which would
also be open to any resident of
Woodingdean. This should serve as
a springboard to coordinate all the
fantastic work going on by
volunteers in the community.
The day was organised by
Woodingdean Tenants & Residents
Association, Community
Association, and Youth Centre,
with the support of the Working
Together Project and the Trust for
Developing Communities.
Tony Silsby,
Community Development Worker
Leigh Farrow,
Chair, Woodingdean Tenants &
Residents Association

In the Autumn we had to adjust to
the greatly increased waiting times
at the light controlled junction, and
thankfully much through-traffic
seemed to have decided to go a
different way during that period.
Throughout October and
November EDF and Virgin Media
carried out preliminary works at
the junction, to change the
underground services routes,
before the main works began.

At the end of November further
construction work started, with the
focus being on preliminary works
for the new lane being built to the
North and East of the junction. 
This work will continue up until
just before Christmas. 
After a two week break work is
planned to start again on 10th
January.  This will involve work in
other areas of the junction, and so
temporary traffic signals will again

be in operation at times.  The work
to complete all the new lanes and
crossings is expected to continue
up until early April 2011.
It is expected that there will be an
on-site information board giving
updates on progress and the
forthcoming works programme.

The findings will also be fed into
the Woodingdean Tenants &
Residents Association in order to
take the actions forward.  So the
Woodingdean Tenants and
Residents Association public
meetings are ones you need to
attend TO MAKE IT HAPPEN.
At the event an excellent buffet
lunch was provided by ‘Java’, the
local community cafe, and thanks
must be given to Charlie and Dee
Simson for all their hard work.
From the feedback it was clear that
everyone who attended felt they
had enjoyed it, that it was
worthwhile, and that it should be
repeated in order to maintain
progress.  We hope to have a
further event in 2011 to which

see
page 8
for details
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Downs Baptist Church
Community Resource Centre
544 Falmer Road, Woodingdean,
Brighton, BN2 6ND

Christmas services and events
4.30pm Sun 5th December:
“What does a loaf of bread have in
common with the Christmas story?”
Discussion at the Java Cafe with tea
and nibbles.
2.15pm Thurs 16th December
Candles, carols and cake:
Thursday Fellowship in the Parish
Room at Holy Cross Church
*10.30am Sun 19th December
Traditional Christmas service for
all the family with Carols and bible
reading of the nativity story
*5pm Sun 19th December
Contemporary Cafe Carol service
*10.45am Sat 25th December
Christmas morning celebration
*These services all held at
Woodingdean Primary School
01273 232414
office@downsbaptistchurch.org

Our Lady of Lourdes
Whiteway Lane, Rottingdean
Mass: Saturdays at 6.30pm
Sundays 10.30am

St Patrick’s Catholic Church
Broad Green, Woodingdean

Christmas Eve Services:
5pm Rottingdean Vigil Mass of

Christmas
11pm Carols followed by Sung

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Services:
9am Woodingdean Mass with

Carols
10.30am  Rottingdean Sung Mass of

  Christmas
Weekly mass: Sundays at 9.00am
www.ourladyoflourdesandstpatricks.co.uk
email: deans.parish@ntlworld.com
Fr Graham Ricketts, 302903

Woodingdean Churches
Parish Church of the
Holy Cross
A Special Invitation for you to join
us this Christmas-tide
If you are not already committed
to worship at one of the other
Christian Churches in
Woodingdean we extend a warm
welcome to you to join us for one
or all of our services over
Christmas
Saturday 11th December
7pm ‘Tis the season
An evening of Music for Advent
and the Christmas season
Sung by Cantamus
Musical Director: Shirley Linford
Christmas Eve Services:
5pm Carols at the Crib
(for all the young at heart)
11.30pm Midnight Mass of the

     Nativity
Christmas Day Service:
10am Christmas Morning Service

(for all the family)
Sunday 26th December
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Regular Sunday worship:
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.30am Parish Eucharist
10.30am Praise & Prayer

(3rd Sunday every month)
www.woodingdeanholycross.co.cc
Rev Richard Bromfield, 681582

The Methodist Church
The Ridgway, South Woodingdean
Church services over the
Christmas period
Sunday 19th December:
4.30pm Carol Service by candlelight
Saturday 25th December
9.30am Christmas day service
Sunday 26th December:
10am Boxing day morning service
Normal pattern of Services
10.00am every Sunday
8.30am Early Holy Communion
(once a month - ring no. below)
Messy Church for kids & parents
2nd Sunday of each month
3 - 4.30 pm. Come & enjoy the fun!
6.00pm United Evening Service

with Holy Cross Church
(1st Sunday of the month
alternating venues)

T M Hammond, 01273 887618
or mobile 07954 169 251
For lettings at the Methodist Hall
ring 304812

in aid of
Woodingdean Swimming Pool

Sat 29th January 2011
Sat 26th March 2011

10am -12 noon

Woodingdean Community Centre

ADMISSION 20p
To donate jumble, please contact:

Dee: 07795336425  Sally: 307218

Jumble Sales

Having a party?
Did you know you can
book Woodingdean
Community Centre for
parties and receptions?

The Letting Officer is
available to give details
and take bookings on
Mondays and
Thursdays,
10.00am - 12 noon.

Tel 685940

mailto:office@downsbaptistchurch.org
http://www.ourladyoflourdesandstpatricks.co.uk
mailto:deans.parish@ntlworld.com
http://www.woodingdeanholycross.co.cc
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New Book from Local Author

THE HUNNS MERE WAY
The Untold Story of  Woodingdean’ by Peter Mercer
This is the last in the trilogy of books on the social history and story of
Woodingdean. With nearly 200 photographs, maps and pictures – many of
which have never been seen before – this book describes the untold history and
the stories of the village.
It tells the curious history of the Wick Valley, of Percy Harvey’s Downs Estate
and why Harold Price and Eustace Gibson joined the Rottingdean Parish
Council to get Woodingdean its name. It also includes the story of the
Selbach’s, owners of much of the village land and Balsdean, along with their
plans and aspirations to build a sanatorium and medical staff accommodation,
of their long fight and arbitration with the Corporation, their despair and
final misery. Other chapters describe how Woodingdean became a new
parish, the pictorial history of the crossroads, Balsdean in pictures and some
of the stories of the early settlers.
It also tells of a link between the Volks Railway and the orphanage at Warren
Farm School and provides the name of every well digger engaged in sinking the well.
This book has everything for the historian and picture lover, and wil l make a perfect Christmas present
when published in December. It will  be available from SB Publications 01323 893498
and all good book shops at £11.99

Great News for Happy Valley & Bexhill Parks!

OFSTED praises Longhill School
Almost 500 of Woodingdean’s young people attend Longhill School,
so it was good news for them and the community when OFSTED
released the report of its recent inspection.   The judgement was that
the school is ‘Good’ with some outstanding features, and is serving its
pupils well.
Parents and carers, students and staff agree that the school is well led
and managed. Exam results have improved consistently over the last
three years.  The care and support provided at Longhill to support
learning, personal development and well-being is good and the
leadership and management of teaching and learning is outstanding.
With its newly extended buildings and facilities and the justified
praise from this inspection, we have a local secondary school to be
proud of.

Brighton & Hove City Council
have recently advised that Play
Builder project aimed at
developing parks WILL GO
AHEAD, despite funding being
suspended for a while.   Specific
detail has yet to be released, but
we hope to align the Play
Builder development with the
Skate Park plans for Bexhill
Park, as was the original
intention to maximise benefit.
At Happy Valley there was a
very high turnout for the

consultation to determine what
the new designs will be. Once
more detail has been received we
will hold a public meeting with
Friends of Happy Valley, Park
Rangers and City Parks to decide
how best to progress this great
opportunity.
If you would like to ensure you
are invited to this meeting please
contact Clare Hopkins,
Community Development
Volunteer on 01273 605621 or
clarehopkins@trustdevcom.org.uk

Come along to the

Friends of  Happy Valley
Xmas Get Together
11am Saturday 11th December
in Happy Valley Park

Share a festive time making Xmas
decorations from natural resources.
Plus tea and coffee.
Neil Doyle, Park Ranger,
01273 292507

Elvis Night
Woodingdean Swimmng Pool would
like to thank everyone who supported
our ‘Elvis Nite’ on 16th October, we all
had a very good evening.
We have booked ‘Elvis’ again for next
year so please put Saturday 15th
October 2011 in your diary.
Is anyone interested in a Swing
Evening with Frank Sinatra and Dean
Martin?
If so phone 07837455951 or email
nataliechannon@hotmail.com

mailto:clarehopkins@trustdevcom.org.uk
mailto:nataliechannon@hotmail.com
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Speedwatch
We have been operating for about 18
months, with about 11 police-trained
operatives, including Geoff and Sally
Wells and Dee Simson. 
So far we have recorded about 50
speeding cars (one doing 60mph in a
30mph zone) whilst working from 17
police approved locations in and around
Woodingdean. 
Working in teams of three, we set up the
site with all the correct notices. Then,
using a speed camera supplied by the
police, we check the speed of approaching
vehicles - if they are speeding we record
their registration number, plus type and
colour of vehicle.
At the end of the watch we pass the list of
vehicles onto the local police, who send a
warning letter to the offender.
The offender gets two warning letters, but
the third time they receive a speeding fine
as the first two offences have been
recorded.
Our project is not about ‘catching people’
but improving safety on the roads in
Woodingdean. We are pleased to say that
very few motorists require more than one
letter to encourage them to slow down
which has made our village a safer place
to be.

Woodingdean
Newsletter
Calling all adver tisers
The next newsletter will be published in
mid March. The deadline for articles
and adverts will be 14th February 2011.
Local businesses or services who
would like to advertise
should contact David Brown at
davidbro14@hotmail.com

Thank you to all our
volunteer deliverers.
We wish you all a very
 merry Christmas.

We always need extra people to deliver
the newsletter to a few roads (only four
times a year).
Please contact David Brown:
davidbro14@hotmail.com

Protecting your house during winter
Leave a light on this winter!
Leaving your home during hours of
darkness, without putting a light on or
drawing the curtains, is an open invitation to
the opportunist criminal.
Use an automatic time switch on an indoor
light, either in a room that cannot be peered
into from the road, or upstairs. Regularly
change the timing on the switch.

Put a time switch on a radio that has been tuned to a chat station,
this will give the impression that the house is occupied. Regularly
change the timing on the switch.
Fit security lighting. Use either dusk to dawn energy efficient
lighting that will come on automatically as dusk sets in, or brighter
passive infrared activated lighting that draws attention to
movement.
Ensure that gates or access to the rear of the house are locked
and secure. Don't forget to lock your shed - your tools can be used
to break in. Trim overgrown plants - don't give burglars a hiding
place.
Secure windows, paying particular attention to those on the ground
floor and above flat roof areas. Use locks and bolts and keep all
your keys, including car keys, out of sight and out of reach.
Property mark your valuables by using your postcode and your
house number or name. Some articles are unsuitable for marking
so photograph them - with a ruler in view to show scale.
Intruder alarms are an effective deterrent against burglars. Before
choosing a system ensure it is the one most suitable for your
needs.

Your local Police Community Support Officer
PCSO Ray Harrison
Telephone 0845 60 70 999 Ext. 25581, mobile: 07766997887
Email: ray.harrison@sussex.pnn.police.uk
I have been in Woodingdean for about 6 months now, and have
visited schools, the youth club, shops. secure residential homes,
the hospital and library (as well as normal patrols). However, I am
only just starting to get to grips with some of my longer term
targets, like revitalising the existing Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme, extending the  Speedwatch facility, and having advertised
dates and times when I will be available to you.
Crime in Woodingdean for the year to September 2010 was down
22%! If you would like a monthly update of crime figures, activity
and news, please contact me.

To repor t crime anonymously:
Contact Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111 (this is a non-emergency phone number)
or go to www.crimestoppers-uk.org

mailto:davidbro14@hotmail.com
mailto:davidbro14@hotmail.com
mailto:ray.harrison@sussex.pnn.police.uk
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Woodingdean
Then & Now
Have you lived in Woodingdean for
a long time?  Do you have
memories, photos, stories to tell of
people, places, clubs, special events
and more.
On March 5th and 6th  2011,
Church of the Holy Cross,
Downsway, will be hosting a
Local History Event.
Part of this will be an exhibition, to
which we hope every organisation
and group, business, and individual
will contribute – with photos,
memorabilia, stories and whatever
else they would like to share.
Please start soon, looking through
your albums and collections for
anything that will help to tell
Woodingdean’s story, jog memories
or start conversations.
Contact Fr Richard 681582,
Phil Parsons 683918, Mon Church
308157, or Jackie Head 307477.
Most things we will be able to copy
and return to you quickly.  Items
that cannot be copied will be
catalogued, a receipt given and
stored safely until the exhibition.

Bowls Club raises money
for Martlets Hospice
On Saturday 16 October, we at Woodingdean Bowls Club held our Annual
Presentation Evening. 
Our Captains Charity for this year was the Martlets Hospice, Hove, and
we presented them with a cheque for £637.00. The money was raised by
our club members and our many visitors throughout the year.

Kipling Lions
Situated within
the grounds of
Rudyard Kipling
School in a safe
environment, we
provide childcare and education
for children aged 2 to 5 years.
We accept nursery education
funding for 3 year olds and
charge £3.20 - £3.50 / hour -
making us very affordable.
We participate in the LEA's
quality assurance scheme which
ensures we provide high quality
care for your child. We are open
in term time 8.30am-3.30pm.
For further details contact us
309352 or check out our website
www.kiplinglions.co.uk

Java Cafe
Use and support your local
Community Cafe
After nearly 7 years, the Java Cafe
continues to provide a valuable
hub for community activity.
Mostly staffed by volunteers, it is
used by all ages and all sections of
the people of Woodingdean.  Meals,
drinks and snacks are served
throughout the day and computers
are available for public use. Many
people just call in for a coffee or to
meet friends at Java.
There are facilities for
photocopying, fax and printing and
help with these for anyone who
needs it. For those who are less
confident with using computers,
there is also usually someone who
can help, and Varndean College has
been running some courses in basic
IT skills at the Cafe here in
Woodingdean.

As always, there are opportunities
for volunteers.  If you could benefit
from spending time gaining work
experience or are just able to help
for a few hours a week, call in and
ask at the Java Cafe.

Java is at 23 Warren Way and is
open every day, at the following
times:

Monday 8.00am to 3.00pm
Tuesday 8.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday 8.00am to 3.00pm
Thursday 8.00am to 4.00pm
Friday 8.00am to 3.00pm

Saturday 8.00am to 1.00pm
Sunday 9.00am to 1.00pm

Rachel Chitty being presented with the cheque by Captains
Jean Richardson and Dave Race, with the Club President John Vickers

http://www.kiplinglions.co.uk
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MADE 2 FIT
JULIE CLARKE   SEAMSTRESS

174 WARREN ROAD, WOODINGDEAN
 TEL: 01273 691308   MOBILE: 07521536157

 CLOTHING REPAIRS

& ALTERATIONS

48 HR SERVICE

MOTHER HUBBARD
BEAR MAKER est. 1991

174 WARREN ROAD, WOODINGDEAN,
BRIGHTON, BN2 6DD

TEL: 01273 691308- MOBILE: 07521536157
Hand made collectors bears
'made with love'
by Julie Clarke
& Sarah Rose
Famous Worldwide
I made from the finest mohairs

I glass or safety eyes

I straw, pellet or fibre filled

Private Tuition in
Literacy and
Numeracy
Very Experienced Primary School Teacher

Available for
Private Tuition
(Years 1-6)

Excellent Rates

Please Contact
01273 275 820

Adult & Community Education in
Woodingdean & The Deans

Spring Term 2011
We are offering a fresh programme of Adult Education
classes in Woodingdean and The Deans for January
2011, which will be in local venues such as The Java
Internet Café, Woodingdean Youth Centre, Church of
the Holy Cross and Longhill School. Courses on offer
will include Computing for Beginners, Brush up your
IT Skills, Life Coaching, Tai Chi, Alternative Therapies,
Creative Writing and Drawing & Painting.
What’s more - all classes are subsidised. Concessionary
rates are £9 (for people over 65 and those on means
tested benefits) or full cost £30 – a bargain for a 10
week course!!
Our community education worker is also available for
one-to-one support around training, volunteering,
CV writing and other employment related issues - so
please get in touch if you would like a chat.
Call Debbie on 07747 442057 / 01273 546602
or email her on dem@varndean.ac.uk

19th Brighton Scout Group
Scout HQ, Old Parish Lane
(behind Woodingdean School)

Beaver Scouts:  Age range 6yrs to 8yrs 
Meet Mondays 6.30 - 7.30pm

Cub Scouts:  Age range 8yrs to 10.5yrs
Meet Tuesdays 6.30 - 8pm

Scouts:  Age range 10.5yrs to 14yrs 
Meet Mondays 7.30 - 9.30pm

Contact Sarah Clark:
01273 587246 / 07980 371 377

Woodingdean Primary School
The School Hall can be booked for evening
meetings or events, or as a weekend venue.
Contact Mrs Marchant, at the school, on 680811.

We currently have
spaces in Woodingdean
for girls to join:

for 7-10 year olds

For more info phone Elizabeth Shelley on 272670

for 5-7 year olds

mailto:dem@varndean.ac.uk
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CLARKES DENTAL
LABORATORY

174 Warren Road, Woodingdean, Brighton

Tel: 01273 691308   Mobile : 07967409352

Denture repairs while you wait !!

H Collection and delivery service available

H Copy dentures made in 3 days

H Emergency service on Saturday
and Sunday

Free car park - all on ground floor

100%  superb quality service
with a welcome smile

 We pride ourselves with the ability to listen
and provide our patients with their exact needs

Call Richard today to arrange a free
consultation or just drop in

 

*  New Doors * Springs/locks

* Roller Doors * Remote Controls

Free Quotations on request
Call Gerry on:

(01273) 888782 or 07739870612

Crescent Drive North

Fixed  Price  Repairs

What better way is there to
show you care?

Why not give a family member or friend a
gift voucher from Brighton Holistics which

can be used on a wide range of holistic
treatments, this makes an original and

thoughtful gift.

There are 2 ways to purchase gift vouchers:
Buy online at www.BrightonHolistics.co.uk

or over the telephone 01273 672 690.

Your voucher will be posted 1st class in 1-2
working days, if you are local the voucher

will be hand delivered.

www.BrightonHolistics.co.uk

http://www.BrightonHolistics.co.uk
http://www.BrightonHolistics.co.uk
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The modernisation of Council Homes will be a key
item at the Public Meeting on 16th February at 7.30pm
in the Woodingdean Community Centre, Warren Road.
The forthcoming work to modernise kitchens and
bathrooms is to be carried out by the Mears Group
and a representative will be at this meeting to explain
the work which will be done in the first phase, during
the coming year.
At the same meeting Woodingdean Tenants &
Residents Association will hold its Annual General
Meeting - anyone living or working in Woodingdean is
welcome to attend our meetings.
At the brief AGM, we shall be electing officers and
committee members to run the Association over the
coming year. To improve the impact of our work we
need help and participation from local residents in
order to make our discussions regarding improvements
a reality.
There will be refreshments and an opportunity to mix
informally and share ideas with others attending.
The Association is in need of a new Secretary.  If you

Modernisation of  Council Homes in Woodingdean

Parking spaces in Sutton Close

Woodingdean Tenants and Residents Association

Your Tenants’ and Residents’ Association
committee members are:

can help in this or any other way and would like to be
more involved in your village, please contact Tony
Silsby, our Community Development Worker on 01273
605621 or tonysilsby@trustdevcom.org.uk ,
alternatively you can contact me directly at
leigh.farrow@btinternet.com.
Please attend our public meeting and AGM on 16th
February to help improve how the community works
for all residents.
Leigh Farrow, Chair,
Woodingdean Tenants’ and Residents’ Association

Woodingdean Tenants and Residents Association made
a bid to the Housing Estate Development Budget
almost four years ago to provide 10 parking spaces in
the Langley Crescent area. Letters were posted to
consult residents about providing the spaces in
Treyford Close, Marden Close or Sutton Close.
Residents in Marden and Sutton Closes were positive
about the proposal and, after a long process of
changing the plans to meet residents’ preferences and
applying for and eventually getting planning
permission, the spaces went ahead in Marden Close.
A further bid and application, to provide spaces in
Sutton Close, was refused planning permission on the
recommendation of officers. The money is still
available but earmarked for this project only. Local

Councillors are prepared to support a re-application,
which would make its acceptance more likely, if
residents around the green are in support. The money
has to be spent on housing owned land and therefore
can’t be spent on, for instance, grass verges in the area.
Before making the application Housing and the
Tenants and Residents Association want to be sure
that residents would welcome these extra spaces
which would be in two blocks of five on either side of
the green like the spaces now in use in Marden Close.
The spaces, like those in Marden Close and like
roadside parking would be open for any user. We are
consulting residents now but if you have views send
them in to John Bain Community Participation Officer
at 20/22 Oxford Street, BN1 4LA

John Homewood
Bob Scott
Lynda Whymark

Thanks to the Resource Centre.....
for their help with this newsletter.
They offer great resources and
support for all community groups.

www.resourcecentre.org.uk

Leigh Farrow
David Brown
Sally Wells

Public Meeting on ‘Modernisation of Woodingdean council homes’

& Annual General Meeting

at Woodingdean Community Centre

All Welcome

7.30pm on Wed 16th February

Robin McCormack
Linda Paddock
Peggy Cuthbertson

mailto:tonysilsby@trustdevcom.org.uk
mailto:leigh.farrow@btinternet.com
http://www.resourcecentre.org.uk

